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nor to loke that besydes this, I shoulde for their sakes geve myselfe
in bondage unto kinges.
Nay, God forbyd that (quod Peter) it is notte my mynde that
you shoulde be in bondage to kynges, but as a retainour to them
at your pleasure. Whiche surely I thinke is the nighest waye that
you can devise howe to bestowe your time frutefully, not onlye for
the private commoditie of your frendes and for the generall profite
of all sortes of people, but also for the advauncement of your self to a
much welthier state and condition, then you be nowe in. To a
welthier condition (quod Raphael) by that meanes, that my mynde
standeth cleane agaynst? Now I lyve at libertie after myne owne
mynde and pleasure, whiche I thynke verye fewe of these great
states, and pieres of realmes can saye. Yea, and there be ynow
of them that sue for great mens frendeshippes: and therfore thinke
it no great hurte, if they have not me, nor iii. or iiii. suche other
as I am. Well, I perceive playnly frende Raphael (quod I) that you
be desirous neither of richesse, nor of power. And truly I have in
no lesse reverence and estimation a man of your mynde, then anye
of theim all that bee so high in power and authoritie. But you
shall doo as it becometh you: yea, and accordyng to this wisdome,
to this high and free courage of yours, if you can finde in your herte
so to appoynt and dispose your selfe, that you mai applye your witte
and diligence to the profite of the weale publique, thoughe it be some-
what to youre owne payne and hyndraunce. And this shall you
never so wel doe, nor wyth so greate proffitte perfourme, as yf you
be of some greate princes counsel, and put into his heade (as I doubte
not but you wyl) honeste opinions, and vertuous persuasions. For
from the prince, as from a perpetual wel sprynge, commethe amonge
the people the floode of al that is good or evell. But in you is so
perfitte leraynge, that withoute anye experience, and agayne so greate
experience, that wythoute anye lernynge you maye well be any
kinges counsellour. You be twyse deceaved maister More (quod he)
fyrste in me, and agayne in the thinge it selfe. For neither is in
me the habilitye that you force upon me, and yf it wer never so
much, yet in disquieting myne owne quietnes I should nothing further
the weale publique. For first of all, the moste parte of all princes
have more delyte in warlike matters and feates of chivalrie (the
knowledge wherof I neither have nor desire) than in the good
feates of peace; and employe muche more study, how by right or
by wrong to enlarge their dominions, than howe wel, and peaceablie
to rule, and governe that they have alredie. Moreover, they that
be counsellours to kinges, every one of them eyther is of him selfe
so wise in dede, that he nedeth not, or elles he thinketh himself so-
wise, that he wil not allowe another mans counsel, saving that they
do shamefully and flatteringly geve assent to the fond and folishe